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Master Thesis: 
Contemporary geopolitical position of the Balkans
 The subject of research
Geopolitics as a science which involves many scientific disciplines, such as geography, history, demography, economics, ethnology, political science and many others. The significance and scope of this term can be explained by one of the definitions given by Zarko Obradovic, in his book The Geopolitics of Serbia. Obradović (2011: page 20) believes that "geopolitics is a science that studies the importance of space (territory), but also other factors for the situation of the country (political, economic, etc.) In the regional and wider, international level, in order to emphasize possible directions for solving specific issues and developing countries. "
Given that the subject of this paper is geopolitical position of the Balkans, it is first necessary to explain its geographic position. As the northern borders of the Balkans takes the line consisting of the Danube, Sava, Kupa, Vipava and the edge of the Bay of Trieste. The southern border of the Mediterranean Sea, the western border represent the Ionian and Adriatic Sea, while the eastern and southeastern border consists of three seas: Black, Marmara and the Aegean. Balkan Area is 505,578 square kilometers, with about 50 million inhabitants. Balkan geopolitical space is slightly wider than the territory of the Balkans in the geographical sense, but it is one of the following 11 countries: Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro, Macedonia, Bulgaria, Romania, Albania, Greece, Turkey and Italy.
The geopolitical position of the Balkans is conditioned by its geographical position in Europe. It is located in the southeast of Europe and of the three great peninsulas that there are, in Asia Minor, the Balkan and the Apennine, the Balkans represents its central part. Therefore the most important on the territory of this part of Europe. With Asia Minor and the Middle East, the Balkans is located at the junction of three continents: Europe, Asia and Africa. These characteristics make Balkan the main traffic route  between these three continents.

It should be noted that the Balkans is the main bridge between the Middle East and Europe. Western and Central Europe represents the industrial development of the world, while energy-poor. On the other hand, the Middle East is not enough industrialy developmented, but energy-rich. Therefore, it is very important to connect these two parts of the world, and this connection is established right across the Balkans. The consequence of this situation Balkans are at constant pressure of economic, political, military and other nature.
To make it easier to understand the geopolitical position of the Balkans in the 21st century, this paper will presente its historical background, that will describe historical events that have a significant impact on the situation of the Balkans and the development and formation of states that belong to him. The Balkan countries in this century  faced with many problems, and one of the most important is the problem of migrant crisis.
The term migrant crisis refers to the migration flow, which has from mid-2010 moved from the Middle East, Africa and part of Southeast Europe to Central and Western Europe. Migrants massively and illegally crossing the border. The escalation of migration occurred in 2014, and in the last two years significantly increased the number of migrants. The main reasons for migration are unemployment, poverty, and war events. Libya, where the demolition of the regime of Muammar Gaddafi caused chaos and anarchy in the country, and Syria, with the ongoing civil war, are examples of countries from which people leave in mass.

The EU countries, which include certain Balkan countries, in search for a solution of migrant crisis and stopping further flow of migration, engaged in solitary state measures which are not in accordance with the democratic status of these countries. Hungary, Croatia and Slovenia have raised the walls and closed their borders. These measures did not bring the desired effect, and failed to restrain and control the enormous influx of migrants. One of these measures is the prohibition of passage migrants, which violates the principle of free movement of people, goods and ideas, and which forms the basis of the concept of the European Union.
Although migrant crisis solution has not been found, in this study I will be presente all the measures taken so far. Also, it will be described in detail all the implications of the migrant crisis, but also the benefits it can bring the Balkan countries. In the research part of the paper it will be presented the position of the Balkan countries in solving the problems of migrant crisis, but also the importance that has its geographical position in the migration flow.
The aim and objectives of research
Featured are two objectves of this work. The first refers to the scientific objective or scientific description of which will be carried out with the help of a detailed analysis of the available data. The scientific description of the objective in this area is of great importance in terms of topicality given subject, its attractiveness and potential practical significance. Through scientific descriptions paper will define the terms of geopolitics, geopolitical position of the Balkans and the migrant crisis. There is also a need for a scientific explanation of the cause-effect relationship between social, geographical position and political phenomenon. This contributes to the systematization of previous knowledge in this area. As part of the work will be used statistical data, which is very important for comparison.

The second objective relates to pointing out the importance of the geopolitical position of the Balkans in the 21st century, especially when it comes to migrant crisis. How problem of migrant crisis is important for the entire society. It is important to point out all the consequences that entails migrant crisis, how it affects the economic, political and social structure of the countries that make up the Balkans. Also, it is necessary to present the steps taken to address this problem, and the steps that are yet to come.
The theoretical and methodological approaches
Any investigation involves determining the terms that will be used for its own purposes. Key concepts in this research are: geopolitics, geopolitical position, migrant crisis, regional security and etc. In this paper we deal with these concepts, commenting on the geopolitical position of the Balkans and its impact on the current problem of migrant crisis.

As far as the definitions of the timeline, the paper will make a historical overview of I geopolitical position of the Balkans, but the focus will be on the problem of European migrant crisis in the past 6 years, while its escalation started 2 years ago. Based on the available literature and data it will be described in detail geopolitical position of the Balkans and its role in solving the migrant crisis.

Analysis as a basic logical methods in this article will be applied in all thematic titles, in order to shed light on all aspects of the geopolitical situation and the importance of migrant crisis for the Balkan countries. Synthetic methods is also essential in all areas of research in order to connect the concepts analyzed in a comprehensive view of the causes and consequences of the current situation in the Balkans. Statistical analysis will be used in the work of the purpose of investigation of statistical data in order to obtain a true picture of the current state of the problem of migrant crisis. 
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