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Career outline 

Slobodan Djordjević has 35 years of research, teaching and industrial experience in a broad range 
of areas in water and environmental engineering. He joined the University of Exeter in 2002, where 
he is Professor of Hydraulic Engineering in the College of Engineering, Mathematics and Physical 
Sciences, Programme Director for MSc in Water Engineering and Co-director of the Centre for 
Water Systems. At Exeter he served in various leadership roles, most recently as the inaugural 
Associate Dean (International & Development) in CEMPS, working on fostering global partnerships. 
He received degrees in Civil Engineering (including PhD in 2001) from the University of Belgrade, 
where he worked 1991-2002. Slobodan held visiting positions at the Florida State University, The 
University of West Indies and the Technical University of Munich. He has been engaged as external 
expert on World Bank projects and for consultancies and government agencies around the world.  

Expertise overview 

Slobodan has worked on the development and application of advanced methodologies and 
physically-based and machine learning-based tools for water management, simulation of drainage 
networks, pipe blockages and sewer ventilation, flood modelling, assessment of impacts of flooding 
(direct damage on buildings, effects on human health and impacts on transportation, resilience to 
diverse extreme weather events in the context of climate change), tidal energy extraction, impacts 
of dams, water-food-energy nexus, scour around bridge piers, water quality modelling, river and 
coastal engineering, cascading effects between water, waste, energy, transportation and other 
infrastructure systems, nature-based solutions, and drought risk management. While at Exeter he 
has been awarded research grants worth over £10m, mostly as the principal investigator.  

Teaching and education management 

Professor Djordjević has lectured on twenty modules on a range of water and environment related 
subjects, including as visiting lecturer on various post-graduate and specialist courses in Barbados, 
Estonia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iran, Japan, Serbia, S. Korea, the Netherlands and USA. At 
Exeter he acted as the Director of Postgraduate Studies and Director of Education for Engineering.  

Experience in supervision and examination of postgraduate students 

Professor Djordjević has supervised about twenty-five PhD or EngD (Engineering Doctorate) 
dissertations. He examined a similar number of doctoral students at Exeter, six other UK 
universities and elsewhere including in Australia, Denmark, France, India and the Netherlands. 
He also supervised numerous MSc theses and acted as External Examiner for MSc in Water 
Resources and MSc in Water & Environmental Management at the Heriot-Watt University. 

Publication record, conferences and editorial activities 

Slobodan co-authored over eighty journal papers and ten book chapters (full list and citation record 
can be seen on: Google Scholar). He organised and co-chaired the International Conference on 
Flood Resilience: Experiences in Asia and Europe (ICFR2013) held in Exeter with over two 
hundred participants from thirty-three countries. He also co-chaired the 19th International 
Computing & Control for Water Industry Conference (CCWI2019). Slobodan is Editor-in-Chief of 
Water Supply and Editor of Journal of Flood Risk Management. 

Current research 

With his team, Slobodan works on six EU-funded consortia (RESCCUE, NEXTGEN, RECONECT, 
Fiware4Water, aqua3s and ULTIMATE), bilateral projects between UK and Asian countries 
(ESPRIT with China and ENRICH with Thailand) and OVERCOME project with Africa. 
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change, Sustainability, 12(8), 3233. 

Evans B., Chen A.S., Djordjević S., Webber J., Gomez A. and Stevens J. (2020) Investigating the 
effects of pluvial flooding and climate change on traffic flows in Barcelona and Bristol, Sustainability, 
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