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1. Formulation of the Research Problem. 
Concept of security. 
Security is a multifaceted concept.  Fischer and Green, “security implies a stable, relatively predictable environment in which an individual or group may pursue its ends without disruption or harm and without fear of such disturbance or injury” (2004, p.21).  Security refers the absence of or at least unlikeness of threats to a certain object. David Baldwin (1997) defines security astutely as a low probability of damaged to acquired objects 
.  Lawrence Krause and Joseph Nye (1975) defined security, “the absence of acute threats to the minimal acceptable levels of basic values that a people consider essential to its survival”. A traditional definition maybe the provision of private services in the protection of people, information and assets for individual safety or community wellness (Craighead, 2003). In addition, private or commercial security may be considered as the provision of paid services in preventing undesirable, unauthorized or detrimental loss to an organization’s assets (Post and Kingsbury).  
Security has been expanded to include national security and defense of a nation; which is the ability of a state to cater for the protection and defense of its citizenry. 
Insecurity is a manifestation of conflict, which undermines personal and collective security and characterized by incidence of violence. 
The word insecurity has myriads of connotations. It signifies danger, hazard, and uncertainty, lack of protection and lack of safety.  Beland (2005) defines insecurity as the state of fear or anxiety stemming from a concrete or alleged protection. Insecurity is absence of peace, order and security. In addition to that, insecurity is a state of being exposed to danger or threat of danger. 
Insecurity disrupts lives and livelihoods and impoverishes people, and their recovery can be slow. Some communities ,households and individuals never gain their pre-conflict levels of wellbeing. Conflicts due to insecurity create irreversible effects associated with chronic and intergenerational transmitted poverty. Chronically poor people are those who have experienced deprivation for so many years. 
Concept of Poverty.  
Defining poverty has been a challenge for development practioners, researchers, governments, multinational; corporations and non-government associations. A more acceptable definition of poverty in the European Union is “persons, families and groups of persons whose resources are so limited to exclude them from the minimum acceptable way of life in the member state to which they belong.  
Poverty entails more than lack of income and productive resources to ensure sustainable livelihoods. Ending poverty in all its forms is the first of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda in Sustainable Development. Poverty is a complex societal issue. No matter how poverty is defined, it can be agreed that it is an issue that requires everyone’s attention. 
There is a growing body of evidence on the relationship between insecurity and poverty. Justino(2009) finds that symbiotic relationships  between armed groups and household exists and that the level of households’ participation at the start and during a conflict is a function of household vulnerability to poverty and household vulnerability to violence. 
The chronically poor are those who live in insecure environments, and who have few assets or entitlements to cope with shock or stresses. 
The key research question is examining the relationship between conflict, insecurity and poverty in Northern Uganda. How did the conflicts and insecurity in the region contribute to poverty? To answer this question, I look at what happened during the conflict and after for example many people were forced to move to camps, their property was destroyed and looted. Many children were forced to join the army, women and girls were taken as sex slaves and porters and many others were killed.  
In such an environment, it is hard for people to engage in activities that help them generate some income, carry out farming to have their food to eat or even for children to attend to school. This does not only make the people poor, area under development but poverty becomes generationally and can be transmitted  due to lack of livelihoods. Conflict and insecurity disrupts lives and livelihoods and impoverishes people and the recovery can really be slow. 
Northern Uganda 
Northern Uganda is a region in the north part of uganda that suffered years of conflict and insecurity , experienced a post conflict era which is marked by displacement,poverty, death of civilians among others. Since 1996, the north of Uganda suffered from an armed conflict in which the armed opposition group , the Lord’s Resistance Army, motivated by its messianic religious leader, Joseph Kony attempted to overthrow the government, establish a regime based on the 10 commanments of the bible and overcome the marginalization of the Acholi community. 
Violence against civilian population, kidnapping of thousands of children to swell the ranks of the armed group and confrontations between it and the armed forces led to thousands of deaths and the enforced displacement 2 million people. The armed group continued and expanded its activitiesinto Southern Sudan until 2002, the Sudanese government allowed the Ugandan security forces into its territory in pursuit of the group that lead to an escalation of violence and the expansion of the conflict into this area. The classes between the two forces led to the death of more than 200,000 people. 
After various contacts between the Government of Uganda representatives and the armed group,exploratory attempts to begin a peace process in the nineties and many attempts at local and religious initiatives and by traditional leaders to establish channels for a dialogue with the armed group. The emergency of the International Criminal Court in 2006 ordered for the arrest of the group’s leaders . Same year in July, a hopeful-looking peace process begun in Juba,South Sudan which managed to establish the cessation of the hostilities between the government and the armed group. 
2.Research Subject. 
Violence and conflict have plagued different regions of Uganda since the country’s independence in 1962. The most protracted conflict was in northern Uganda between the Lord 
Resistance Army rebels and President Museveni Government, which lasted for 20 years. From 1986 to 2006, the region was contextualized by war, trauma, marginalization and displacement. 
The most affected areas included Kitgum,Gulu, Pader and the neighboring districts of  Apac , Lira, Adjumani , Kumi, Kaberamaido and Soroti.   The war in Northern Uganda went into a series of transformations, from a revolt by former  
Ugandan soldiers angry at the Nairobi power sharing agreement to unconventional rebel activity combining traditional African spiritualism with Christian fanaticism and the killing of civilians. The civil war claimed women and children as its primary victims. It is estimated that the Lord’s Resistance Army abducted as many as 66,000 youths, wrenched them from their families and forced them to become soldiers, porters and sex slaves. Up to the 80% of the rebels army were children below 20 years of age. 
Led by a psychopath Joseph Kony, an Acholi who claimed to defend the rights of Acholi people by waging a war against the Ugandan government in the name of the 10 commandments. The rebel group began as an evolution of the Holy Spirit movement, a rebellion against the oppression of President Museveni. When Alice Lakwena, one of the founders went it into exile, Joseph Kony took over. However, the group lost regional support and he quickly started a trend of self-preservation that would come to characterize the rebel group, stealing supplies and abducting children to fill his ranks. 
The Resistance armed conflict uprooted the people of Acholi from their homes and farms, making those affected vulnerable to insecurity, hunger, disease and trauma. 90% of the local population was forced to move and they ended up in poorly protected camps with limited access to social services like education, healthcare, economic, awareness of the community human rights, land rights and aspects, which are essential for the survival of society. The conflict was marred by brutal sexual violence against women and children that severely resulted in more psychological trauma that devastated the entire Northern Uganda communities until 2006 when Kony fled the country. 
The long running conflict led to major violations of human rights against civilians through killings, attempted murder, forced marriage, abduction, forced recruitment, severe beating and torture, destruction of infrastructure, reduced access to social services and paralyzed economic activity. The region exhibits the lowest indicators in the country in terms of poverty, social opportunities and human development. Acute  poverty ,little or no education, the looting and destruction of property, fear ,loss of life ,hopelessness, despondence, cultural erosion,starvation,AIDS and an increased infant were experienced by people during and after the conflict. 
For young women, the norms and expectations regulating their productive and reproductive rights can either smooth or confound their potential acceptance and harmony within their family and social networks. The women survivors of wartime sexual violence and their children born of war and women engaged in sex work. Most of these faced stigma and excluded related to their conflict experiences.  
Those that returned with children face challenges forming marital relationships, achieving status, accessing resources compared to those who didn’t return with children or were abused.  Women sought marital relationships to re-establish their honor  and respect as defined  the [patriarchal norms of their society . by doing so, many of them were stuck in abusive and violent.Studies have found  several effects on women that can be understood as complex Pot-traumatic stress disorder (PSTD). 
 The trauma in war can be gendered, not in sense of better or worse for men or women , but in a sense of women’s war trauma being physical body ,equally central to war project and equally valid as trauma, and therefore deserves attention, compensation and any other facilities for recovery. 
Most of the youths that allegedly experienced wars were either living in difficult situations at the internally displaced camps or were struggling to rebuild their lives  livelhoods after years of conflict. Most of them  had their relatives killed, disappear or injured. This negatively affected families and most of these, their immediate needs were barely or not met and it was hard for such families to prioritize education of their children.Some of the youth were unable to attend school, others had to drop out. 
 Those who were able to go to schoolhad difficulties in adjusting and catching up. They often felt so old for some level of classes. They were exposed to stigma and bulling from other students. The memories of the experiences of the conflict negatively affected their performance in school. The youths faced physical challenges for example some were set on fire, severely beaten, cut, suffered wounds from gunshots on their bodies, injuries from bomb splinters. They lived in constant pain , depression which affected their daily lives. They had took for funds for pain management and medication and few could afford therapeutic treatment. 
Injured youth prioritized accessing school that would prepare them for jobs suitable for their  physical conditions, some were unable to enroll in vocational training due to the physically intense nature of such profession. 
The youth who experienced the alleged war were much less likely to attend classes and complete them  at any level compared to the youth that did not experience it. 
Following several contacts and between government representatives and the Lord’s resistance Army leader, exploratory attempts to begin a peace started in 2006 in Juba, South Sudan with the International Criminal court ordering the arrest of the group’s leader Joseph Kony. 
3. Research Objectives. 
Scientific Objectives. 
The research on examining conflict, insecurity and poverty in Northern Uganda aims at achieving a number of goals. The first goal is to determine how conflict, insecurity contributed to poverty in Northern Uganda. Indeed conflict and insecurity constrain livelihood options, resulting in chronic and intergenerational poverty. The impact of conflict and insecurity on civilians was catastrophic. 
  Income poverty is severe in Northern Uganda and the welfare disparities between the North and the rest of Uganda are stark. Assets were lost and livelihoods disrupted across the region with people having to move to the Internally Displaced Person camps. Crude and under-five mortality rates were greatly in excess of emergency thresholds, there was restricted access of food at household level. The human rights situation was shocking. 
Social objectives. 
The research aims to provide relevant material and literature for various stakeholders who are interested in examining and finding out how conflict, insecurity leads to poverty that is chronic and intergenerational ,can be transmitted.  These stakeholders include governments, civil society organizations, private sector, local communities and vulnerable groups. This research will explain how conflict, insecurity causes chronic poverty which is intergenerational, transmitted. 
 The research aims at informing and shaping policy and decision-making processes in Northern Uganda and how livelihoods can be improved to enable people get out of poverty. This will be achieved by producing evidence and conclusions based on the evidence on how conflicts, insecurity  lead to chronic poverty that can be transmitted from one generation to another and how these can be addressed . 
4. Research Hypothetical Frame work. 
General hypothesis. 
The research seeks to examine the relationship between conflict, insecurity and poverty in Northern Uganda conflict, insecurity have constrained livelihoods options, resulting into chronic and intergenerational poverty. 
First specific hypothesis. 
Finding out the causes of conflict and insecurity in Northern Uganda. 
Second Specific hypothesis. 
Analyzing the experiences of the alleged conflict, insecurity in Northern Uganda. 
Third specific hypothesis 
Examining the impacts of the conflict after the war. 
First individual hypothesis. 
Identifying the different manifestations of poverty experienced  in Northern Uganda . 
Second individual hypothesis. 
Examining the different strategies put in place by the government of Uganda at the end of the war. 
Third individual hypothesis. 
Assessing the different strategies to improve on livelihoods to reduce poverty in Northern Uganda. 
Fourth individual hypothesis  
Determining the effectiveness of the livelihoods strategies to reduce poverty in northern Uganda. 
Fifth individual hypothesis. 
Exploring how women survivors of conflicts, wars and sexual violence respond and shape their social relationship with their family and community in the post –conflict period. 
Sixth individual hypothesis. 
Exploring how conflicts affected  young people and their families and the reasons that underlie the differences in experiences. 
5. Research Methods and Techniques. 
For gathering of evidence and analysis of data, the content analysis of documents will be employed in this Research. Documents, reports, articles on conflict, wars, the Lord’s Resistance Army insurgency in northern Uganda, on poverty from sustainable development goals portal among others will provide both primary and secondary data.  
6. Expected Results and Research contributions. 
The research will contribute to the identification of how conflict, insecurity lead to poverty. There is limited understanding of the impact of armed conflicts and how it affects different people. More light will shed on people’s post and during the conflict reality to inform policies ,interventions and for decision making . 
7. Thesis Content Description(Structure by Chapter). 
1. Theoretical and Methodological Approach of the Research. 
1.1. Theoretical conceptualization and operationalization of the Research Subject. 
1.2. Methodology. 
2. Violence and insecurity in Northern Uganda since the country’s independence in 1962. 
2.1. The war between the Lord’s Resistance Army led by Joseph Kony and the Government of Uganda. 
2.2. Effects of the war on the people of Northern Uganda. 
2.3. The Post war situation in Northern Uganda. 
3. Examing how conflict, insecurity contribute to poverty. 
3.1. Informing and shaping policy and decisions to improve livelihoods. 
4. Unfolding how insecurity, violence constrains livelihoods which results into chronic poverty and transgenerational poverty. 
4.1. Assessing strategies for Poverty reduction. 
4.2. Exploring conflict, insecurity and Sexual violence crimes. 
5. Relating Poverty and United Nations Sustainable goals Index. 
5.1. Examing the army insurgencies in Northern Uganda. 
6. Steps in understanding conflict, insecurity and poverty. 
6.1. Impact of insecurity, conflict on livelihoods. 
6.2. Policies and interventions for post war period. 
7. Concluding Remarks. 
The first chapter will explain the theoretical and methodological approach of the research. The conceptualization of the research on understanding, analyzing and explaining insecurity, violence and poverty. How insecurity and violence contribute to poverty, chronic poverty that later becomes transgenerational poverty in Northern Uganda. This chapter will also discuss the methodological approach of the research. Under the methodological aspect, the methods and techniques employed for analyzing data will be explained. 
The second chapter will discuss the manifestation of violence and insecurity in the Northern part of Uganda since the country’s independence in 1962. Under this chapter, the research will discuss the war between the Lord’s Resistance Army under the leadership of Joseph Kony and the Government of Uganda and its effects on the community and the people in the affected areas. 
The third chapter will cover the aspect of how conflict, insecurity contribute to poverty, the different types of livelihoods to reduce poverty and the factors that inform and shape decision making on improving livelihoods. 
 The fourth Chapter will cover how insecurity, violence constrained the livelihoods of people in Northern Uganda. The strategies of fighting poverty. Furthermore, the research will discuss sexual violence and the war in Northern Uganda. 
 The fifth chapter will expound on the poverty and the UN sustainable goals in Africa.  The research will discuss the measures and progress of implementation of sustainable goals on poverty index. 
 The sixth chapter will discuss the steps in understanding conflict, insecurity and poverty. The impact of the war in Northern Uganda on men, women, children, the elderly during and after the war. The policies and interventions in the post war era in Northern Uganda. 
Lastly, the conclusion will systematically present knowledge about the topic and answer the question of how insecurity, violence lead to poverty, chronic poverty which transforms into transgenerational poverty. The impact of the war on the people and the region, the post war effects, the strategies and interventions on reducing poverty. 
8. List of Selected Literature. 
Annan,J.;Blattman,c.,(2006): The State of Youth and Youth Protection in Northern Uganda: Findings from the Survey for War Affected Youth.(SWAY).A report for UNICEF Uganda. 
Gordon, David .(1989). “Dynamics of Poverty: social omnibus or underclass wagon”?. Measuring Poverty and social exclusions in Britain .Townsend center for international poverty Research ,University of Bristol. 
Nannyonjo ,Justine.(2005)”Conflicts, Poverty and Human Development in Northern Uganda”. Research Paper 2005/047. Helski:UNU-WIDER. 
Ndubuisi Purity.(2009).Insecurity in Nigeria: The implication for industrialization and sustainable development.”International Journal of Research in Business Studies and Management”,6(4)2019. 
Atim,Tedy.(2018). Looking Beyond conflict: The Long term impact of suffering war crimes on Recovery in Post conflict in Northern Uganda.Esuruky Robert Senath.(2013): Beyond Masculinity: Gender, conflict and post conflict Reconstruction in Northern Uganda. 
Coulter Chris. (2011).Bush Wives and Girl Soldiers: Women’s lives through war and peace in Sierra Leone 
Josep.M.Royo. (2008).War and Peace Scenarios in Northern Uganda. 
9. Applicants’ Biography. 
Mbabazi Halimah was born on 15 November 1996, in Uganda. She is a citizen of the Republic of Uganda, with a temporary residency of Serbia. She possess knowledge of Luganda, Runyankore as African languages, A2 Serbian and English language. In 2020, she graduated from Makerere University Kampala, Uganda with a Bachelor of Arts in Ethics and Human Rights, studied a Post Graduate diploma in Monitoring and Evaluation at Uganda Management Institute by 2022. In that same year, she was awarded a “World in Serbia” scholarship program to pursue a master’s degree at the University of Belgrade in Terrorism, organized crime and Security. 
ВЕЋУ ЗА СТУДИЈЕ ПРИ УНИВЕРЗИТЕТУ 
УНИВЕРЗИТЕТА У БЕОГРАДУ 
Студијски програм: 
Тероризам, организовани криминал и безбедност, 120 ЕСПБ 
Наслов тезе: 
EXAMINING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CONFLICT, INSECURITY AND POVERTY IN NORTHERN UGANDA 
Кандидат: 
Halimah Mbabazi, број индекса 70/2022 
Ментор: Проф. др Ивана Дамњановић 
Факултет политичких наука 
Универзитет у Београду 
Чланови комисије: 
1.Проф. др Драган Симеуновић, Факултет политичких наука   
2.Доц. др Дејан Јовановић,  Факултет политичких наука 
